
SSS AWARDS- Criteria 2019/20 

 

1. Female Athlete of the Year 

Who is this aimed at? High performance female student athletes, whether or not they compete for 
their college or university. 

This will be awarded to a female individual for outstanding sporting achievement at the highest level 
during the 2019-20 season (April 20th 2019 - April 19th 2020) while making a tangible contribution to 
the institution.  

To assist your nomination, we have provided a breakdown of the key facts Scottish Student Sport are 
looking for: 

 International performances (e.g. Commonwealth Games, World Cup, World Champs, etc.) 
 Domestic national performances (e.g. National Championships) 
 International student performances (e.g. World University Games) 
 Domestic BUCS performances (e.g. BUCS Championships) 
 Domestic SSS performances (e.g. SSS Championships) 
 Other relevant achievements (e.g. Awards, National Squads) 

Nominations should be a maximum of 500 words. 

 

2. Male Athlete of the Year 

Who is this aimed at? High performance male student athletes, whether or not they compete for 
their college or university. 

This will be awarded to a male individual for outstanding sporting achievement at the highest level 
during the 2019-20 season (April 20th 2019 - April 19th 2020) while making a tangible contribution 
to the institution.  

To assist your nomination, we have provided a breakdown of the key facts Scottish Student Sport are 
looking for: 

 International performances (e.g. Commonwealth Games, World Cup, World Champs, etc.) 
 Domestic national performances (e.g. National Championships) 
 International student performances (e.g. World University Games) 
 Domestic BUCS performances (e.g. BUCS Championships) 
 Domestic SSS performances (e.g. SSS Championships) 
 Other relevant achievements (e.g. Awards, National Squads) 

Nominations should be a maximum of 500 words. 

 

 

 

 



 
3. Volunteer of the Year 

Who is this aimed at? Students and non-students who volunteer at a local level.   

Who is this not aimed at? Volunteers primarily in a SSS role (please see Dr Rob Macpherson Award); 
coaches (see coach of the year); paid staff going the extra mile (see Hon Pres Award) 

This will be awarded to a person who has made an outstanding contribution to student sport at a 
local level during the 2019-20 year.  

The contribution may be in many forms such as exceptional active or administrative services to a 
club, college, or university; as a faithful club servant, committee member, leader; official; or purely 
down to their love of sport.  

Volunteers purely in a coaching capacity should be nominated for the Coach of the Year award. 

To assist your nomination, we have provided a breakdown of the key facts Scottish Student Sport are 
looking for: 

 Has worked in student sport, at a local level 
 Has dedicated a substantial amount of time to volunteer in student sport, at a local level 
 Has been an inspiration and is a positive role model 
 Their club or institution simply would not be the same without them 
 Is not primarily a SSS volunteer (i.e nominees will not be given credit for SSS roles within this 

award 

Nominations should be a maximum of 500 words. 

 

4. Coach of the Year 

Who is it for? Those who coach student sport/ student athletes at any level of performance. They 
may be either volunteer coaches or paid coaches. 

Who is it not for? Professional coaches based in Higher Education for whom student athletes are not 
the main focus. 

This award will be given to an individual who has made an outstanding contribution to student sport 
by coaching during the 2019-20 season. Good quality coaching; innovative ideas; dedication to the 
sport; and a drive to continually improve their own skills are features of an outstanding coach. 

To assist your nomination, we have provided a breakdown of the key pieces of information Scottish 
Student Sport are looking for: 

 Has adopted a person-centred approach to coaching 
 Has made a difference to the performance, success or retention of student athletes or teams 
 Has invested time and energy in their development as a coach in order to meet the needs of 

their student athletes/players 

Nominations should be a maximum of 500 words. 

 

 



5. Club of the Year 

Who is this aimed at? The all-round best performing Club, on and off the field of play 

Who is this not aimed at? Clubs that have had a successful competition year only. 

This will be awarded to a club that can demonstrate impact in the 2019-20 season. Increasing 
memberships, upping participation, innovative projects, developing volunteers, promoting the role 
of officials; fundraising, community links and involvement in institution activity are just certain 
elements that would demonstrate excellence.  

To assist your nomination, we have provided a breakdown of the key pieces of information Scottish 
Student Sport are looking for: 

 Increasing membership numbers and participation across all levels 
 Inclusion work across all levels 
 Developing volunteers, officials, coaches 
 Harnessing community links 
 Innovative projects and fundraising events 

Nominations should be a maximum of 500 words. 

 
6. Team of the Year  

Who is this aimed at? The most successful, high performing student teams in the country, whether 
within SSS/BUCS competition or further afield.  

Who is this not aimed at?  A team that performs to the fullest of its potential in the lower levels of 
competition e.g. a third team that has a 100% season is still unlikely to win this award. 

This will be awarded to a team for outstanding sporting achievement at the highest level during the 
2019-20 season (April 20th 2019 - April 19th 2020). This can include international performances.     

To assist your nomination, we have provided a breakdown of the key pieces of information Scottish 
Student Sport are looking for: 

 International performances (e.g. European or World level events) 
 Domestic national performances (e.g. National Championships) 
 International student performances (e.g. European University Championships) 
 Domestic BUCS performances (e.g. BUCS Leagues & Championships) 
 Domestic SSS performances (e.g. SSS League & Championships) 
 Other relevant achievements (e.g. Awards, individuals in National Squad involvements) 

Nominations should be a maximum of 500 words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Honorary President’s Medal (min # per year = 0, max = 3) 

Who is this aimed at? Any individual who has made an extraordinary contribution to/ lasting impact 
on student sport at a local, regional or national level. Nominees should be regarded as wonderful 
examples/ advocates of student sport and their behaviour should resonate with the SSS values of 
being: Innovative, Ambitious, Sustainable, Collaborative, Inclusive and Responsive. 

Who is this not aimed at? An individual who is a winner of one of the above categories (in the same 
year) 

To assist your nomination, we have provided a breakdown of the key pieces of information Scottish 
Student Sport are looking for an exceptional individual who has: 

 Gone above and beyond their role as a volunteer/ coach/ staff member 
 Made a sustained contribution for a number of years and/ or a transformational impact on 

the student sport network. 
 Developed a reputation as a highly valued and trusted member of the student sport 

community as someone with an exemplary/ inspiring attitude 
 Acted as an impactful advocate of student sport, be it locally or further afield 

 

 

 

 

FAQ’s  

 Why are there these awards and no others? Upon consultation with the Executive Council, it 
was decided that only these seven categories should be awarded for 2019/20. The awards 
are under rolling review, so changes to the award categories could be made in future years.  
 

 Are paid employees eligible as coaches? Paid coaches are eligible for the coach of the year 
award, so long as their coaching focus is on student athletes.  
 

 Are paid employees eligible as volunteers? Paid volunteers are eligible for the volunteer of 
the year award, only if the award is in recognition of work in student sport that is outwith 
their paid role.  
 

 Which award if for SSS volunteers? SSS volunteers may be considered for the Dr Rob 
Macpherson award, which is awarded based on recommendations by the SSS staff team. 
 

 Can institutions put as many nominees forward as they wish? Institutions can nominate in 
any categories, but may not put more than one entry forward in each category. 
 

 What do you mean by making a tangible contribution? Institutions will be asked to evidence 
some kind of commitment to the club or institution in terms of promoting sport, 
encouraging others, being an advocate or similar even if the athlete has not competed 
specifically for their uni or college  
 

 Can past winners receive the same award again? Yes 


