
 
 

 
SSS Competitions Committee Meeting (75) 

Zoom 
1st October 2020 

MINUTES - Meeting 75 
 

Present        Apologies 

Chris Sellar (CS)        
Eamonn Laird (EL) 
Iain Christie (IC) 
Sophie Tyler (ST) 
Eilidh Sneddon (ES) 
Yubo Rasmussen (YR) 
Chris Purdie – SSS (CP) 

 Jess Barrows – SSS (JB) 
 

1. Welcome 

CS welcomed everyone and thanked them for their time.  

 

2. Apologies 

None 

 

3. SSS Competitions Budget Update 

This will now be a standing item on the agenda for future meetings. CP will provide an 

update document one week prior to each meeting. 

 

For this year, all SSS competitions need to break even. So far the first event of the year 

(Autumn Trophy) has managed that so we are on track. 

 

The Committee requested an update re. the risk associated with facility bookings for the 

year. Oriam are the only facility with long-term, paid SSS bookings in place but as they are 

mostly for Centralised Fixtures in Semester 2, there is limited risk there. Football Finals Day 

may be an additional risk, but this is being monitored. 

  

As SSS are looking to remain reactive to guidelines changing, limited risk is being take on 

regarding venue bookings. 

 

CP also provided an update on the current membership process at SSS. All members have 

been offered a discount on their membership, which a number of institutions have agreed 

to. At the time of this meeting, most universities had expressed an interest in joining and 

one college had paid their membership (Glasgow Kelvin College). 

 

4. SSS Groups Update 

This will also become a standing agenda item to ensure that the Committee hears from all 

relevant groups 



 
a) Development Committee 

The Development Committee would like to increase communication with the 

Competitions Committee by providing relevant highlights before each meeting, which 

will then be reciprocated. 

 

Their highlights include: 

 Colleges – They are keen to engage as many colleges in activity this year. If they can 

be motivated by developmental work such as Healthy Body Healthy Mind, there is 

hope they will progress in to competition participation 

 Show Racism the Red Card – The Development Team are developing a partnership 

with Show Racism the Red Card, to offer racism-awareness and racism-combating 

training courses. They will also be asked to be part of the Football Finals Day again 

 SGB Affiliations – An ongoing project is to work with SGBs in order for the students 

to get the most out of their affiliations. It has been a grey area for a number of 

years, and they hope to seek clarity and additional benefits for the students which 

will filter in to supporting their participation in events 

b) Fixtures Forum 

The Fixtures Forum held on 16th September was a success according to the attendee 

feedback. 19 institutions were represented and engagement was strong across a 

number of different topics, such as how to best instil Track and Trace protocols in their 

clubs. 

 

Ollie Cruickshank was elected as the official Fixture Forum Representative so he will now 

officially be in charge of administering the Microsoft Teams Group (which SSS staff are 

not part of) and acting as a communication channel between the staff and the forum.  

 

Basecamp has now been set up with a student group for each sport SSS looks after. This 

is in place to encourage the students to share best practice and build a community, 

whilst also providing a strong communication platform for the Sports Chair to 

communicate key items out. SSS staff will monitor these groups to ensure they stay on 

track and that communication stays aligned to the message sent by SSS and the Sports 

Unions. 

 

The Committee suggested that it would be useful for the Committee to be updated on 

the level of student engagement in these groups so they can chase up any unresponsive 

clubs.  CP will workout the most effective way of doing this, as 35 groups is a lot to keep 

track of. 

 

Action: CP to find effective way to monitor student Basecamp Group engagement and 

notify the Committee  

 

c) Sports Chairs 

No feedback was passed on to YR 

  



 
5. First Aid Tender 

SSS are looking for a new First Aid supplier to sign up to a minimum 2-year contract for SSS 

in-person events. A tender process is underway but as Semester 2 will likely see the first in-

person events, there is time to ensure this process is done correctly. 

 

Most institutions have in-house First Aiders and therefore don’t have any suggestions for 

suppliers SSS should contact. The Committee are happy for SSS to contact SGB’s and ask for 

their suppliers.  

 

ES and ST are interested in being involved in this process if possible e.g. interviews. 

 

6. Break 

 

7. SSS Events 

a) Golf 

i) The first event of the 20-21 season, the 15th Autumn Trophy, took place on 29th 

September at Alyth Golf Club. 82 students from 16 institutions (UK-wide) 

participated and all went through thorough health checks before signing in: All 

participants had their temperature checked; read the SSS Event Disclaimer; 

competed a Self-Declaration Questionnaire; downloaded the Protect Scotland 

App and used hand sanitiser at multiple points around the event. Scoring was 

completed in a paper free manner (over GolfBox) in order to limit contact with 

others too.  

 

The students made good decisions on the day and enjoyed themselves. The 

feedback survey responses received indicate that they felt very safe and enjoyed 

being able to compete again. SSS are very happy with how it went, though need 

more feedback survey responses to make a complete evaluation of the event. ES 

and ST are happy to push this in the Sabb Forum. 

 

Action: ES and ST to ask Sabb Forum to widely promote the need for feedback 

from the golf event 

 

ii) Areas for improvement in SSS COVID-19 Protocols were identified: 

 To speed up the entry process, all students must be encouraged to download the 

Protect Scotland app in advance of an event. This will be added to the weekly 

Competitions Bulletin. It was recommended that a graphic be created to depict the 

key actions students need to take 

 A Staffing contingency should be put in place in case a member (or multiple 

members) of the delivery team contract the virus in order to ensure future events go 

ahead 

 Aim for a paper-free Self-Declaration Form to limit paper and pen usage (the 

Committee recommended a QR Code to an online form) 

 SSS to map the COVID-19 Officers in each institution 

Action: JB to reiterate that the Protect Scotland app is required for SSS event 

participation in the Competitions Bulletin 



 
Action: JB to ask Gavin to create a graphic indicating the Top 5 COVID-19 

Procedures  

Action: JB to ask Gavin for assistance in making a paper-free Self-Declaration Form  

Action: JB to request COVID-19 Officer contact at each institution 

Travel is also a heated topic as the government guidance isn’t explicit, only recommends 

that cars do not mix households. Most of the students golfers travelled separately by car 

which did cause issues in the car park, but meant they travelled there safely. SSS will 

continue to monitor this.  

Cleaning of equipment is being factor in to in-person events (mostly Semester 2). Golf 

didn’t require as much logistical consideration on that front due to each individual using 

their own equipment.  

JB and CP are working on a Withdrawal Policy to consider COVID-19 related pull-outs 

b) Event Calendar 

JB has been working on the event calendar for the season. This ongoing work requires 

multiple conversations in order to ascertain details such as student interest, viability and 

venue availability. 

 

The next two events planned in the calendar are for golf and then there is hope for 

virtual events such as the Rifle Postal League, Archery E-League and a Virtual Duathlon 

Championships. Other sports are also considering ways they can encourage activity from 

a safe distance, e.g. virtually qualifying for an in-person Cross Country Championships, a 

Karate event organised by submission of videos etc. SSS aims to host as much activity as 

possible in a safe manner and the Committee recognises that these virtual events may 

capture beginners or others who are simply interested but haven’t been confident to 

join an ‘in-person’ event. 

 

JB plans to go ‘on tour’ once again this year to talk to each institution with its own 

facilities to establish the space which could be made available to SSS ‘in-person’ events. 

The Committee encourage as much innovation and activity as possible, e.g. a socially-

distanced badminton event could be realistic if venues have the space or heavier 

shuttles could be used to play outside. JB and CP will continue to work on this, and will 

upload the draft working calendar to Basecamp.  

c) Playwaze - SSS are in discussions with Playwaze and hope to have use of the system (in 

place of Azolve) by March 2021, but this is very provisional  

 

8. BUCS Fixtures 

CP provided an update on the work LD has put in to the BUCS Term 1 ‘friendly fixtures’. The 

Committee thanked LD for her hard work. 

 

 Originally received 283 teams from 9 Scottish members 

o 4 Scottish universities have chosen not to enter teams 

o North College Lanarkshire have entered which is great to see 



 
 Set to take place between 5th October and 16th December (shorten for us due to 

Scottish Exams being before the Winter Break) 

 Approx. 1000 teams have expressed interest across the UK, mostly concentrated in 

Scotland and the Midlands 

 All 16 sports barring Women’s Table Tennis will have some form of activity planned 

 Leagues have been regionalised within Scotland (Tayside, South East and West) 

made up of teams from at least two institutions 

o Stirling has proven an anomaly so have been added to the West region, 

though travel will need to be considered 

o Tayside will also now need to be adjusted due to reduce number of Dundee 

teams (Dundee are looking to host friendlies with as little process required 

as possible) 

 Each team is scheduled to play 2-5 matches over an 8 week period  

 Institutions will have the freedom to determine when and where matches will take   

place 

 Teams can be added after the deadline and leagues can be adjusted if needed 

o SSS want to be as flexible as possible 

 No BUCS points will be awarded  

 Essentially there is no entry free should teams enter Term 2  

BUCS are working on FAQs to be released to the sector, which CP and LD will check over to 

ensure are relevant to the Scottish environment. The Committee recommended that these 

include the SSS COVID-19 Protocol as far as possible. 

Ladders were discussed as an alternative option, however Leagues are recognised to be the 

preference. Playwaze may be able to support the Ladder format and is being folded in to 

discussions with them. 

The Committee asked for SSS to provide clarity on which sports are able to take place. 

Action: CP to establish most efficient way the sector can be informed of SGB guideline 
changes i.e. which sports can go ahead 
  

9. Optional Break 

 

10. AOB 

a) Gaelic Football are looking to re- Strathclyde’s Sports Union but unclear if fixtures can go 

ahead. Students can currently train in the sport but not compete 

b) CP amended a discussion point from the last meeting (re. the Operational Plan) which 

indicated that it would be SSS’ 10 year anniversary this year (2020-2021). Instead, it is 

actually 2021-2022, therefore any celebratory event will take place in that year instead 

 

11. Date of Next Meeting 

2pm, Thursday 26th November 2020 

CP will send the Committee updates on actions in weeks beginning 19th Oct and 16th 

November 

  



 
12. Actions 

 SSS to consider creation of an indoor cricket event - outstanding 

 SSS to establish a place to provide an up-to-date announcement regarding the status of 

sports, events and fixtures (e.g. website) to make it clear what is NOT going ahead - 

outstanding 

 CP to adjust Ops Plan to include Fixtures Forum and Chair Development Day work. This 

may involve changing the name of ‘Member Engagement’ to be inclusive of this and 

choosing relevant KPI’s e.g. number of Forums delivered or satisfaction rating of Chair 

Development Day - outstanding 

 JB to calculate 2019-20 feedback as a percentage and to open up discussion on 

Basecamp for Committee to help create a realistic, but optimistic, target for the 2020-21 

season - outstanding 

 CP to add ‘Overall Event Experience rating’ to the Ops Plan with a realistic goal e.g. 80% 

of all attendees rated the events as at least 7/10 – outstanding 

 CP to find effective way to monitor student Basecamp Group engagement and notify the 

Committee 

 ES and ST to ask Sabb Forum to widely promote the need for feedback from the golf 

event 

 JB to reiterate that the Protect Scotland app is required for SSS event participation in the 

Competitions Bulletin 

 JB to ask Gavin to create a graphic indicating the Top 5 COVID-19 Procedures  

 JB to ask Gavin for assistance in making a paper-free Self-Declaration Form  

 JB to request COVID-19 Officer contact at each institution 

 CP to establish most efficient way the sector can be informed of SGB guideline changes 

i.e. which sports can go ahead 

 

 


