
 

 

 
 

SSS Competitions Committee Meeting (76) 
Zoom 

26th November 2020 
2.00pm-4.00pm 

 
Minutes – Meeting 76 

 

Present        Apologies 
Chris Sellar (CS)        
Eamonn Laird (EL) 
Iain Christie (IC) 
Sophie Tyler (ST) 
Eilidh Sneddon (ES) 
Yubo Rasmussen (YR) – from 3pm 
Chris Purdie – SSS (CP) 
Jess Barrows – SSS (JB) 
Mark Brennan – BUCS – Guest from 1pm 

 
1. Welcome and Apologies  

 
2. Standing Item 1 - Budget Update  

CP provided a financial overview of the programme so far. As the events have been 
online, limited expenditure has been incurred and therefore the small entry fee is able 
to cover the cost of medals and postage, and provide a small surplus.  
 
CP reiterated thanks to the student sector for their ingoing partnership in terms of 
facility access, allowing SSS to take provisional bookings for Semester 2 events and 
reducing the financial risk associated with this. 
 
It is positive to hear that R&A have provided £6k for golf event support and the SFA 
have provided £5k for use in football and futsal (will be a partial split with 
Development). 
 
National Squads are an ongoing topic of discussion and the Committee were asked if 
they could agree to a new approval process, which would involve sports ‘applying’ to 
hold a National Squad programme. The Committee agreed but on the understanding 
that the members institutions would be approached for consultation in advance of 
this. 
 
Action: CP and Leah to design an application and consultation process for 
Committee to approve – by next meeting 
 

3. Standing Item 2 – SSS Groups Update     
 

a. SSS Development Committee 



 Nicola Scott, current Head of Development, is leaving SSS on 18th December to 
pursue personal business goals. Recruitment will begin on 27th November. Nicola 
will be a loss to the organisation but SSS wishes her well 

 The Development Staff/Committee are working on the development of a 
Coaching Network in the sector, though the date of this creation is unknown 

 The Development staff/Committee are in discussions around Safeguarding in 
sport and what this would look like in the student sector 

    
b. SSS Fixtures Forum 

No feedback was received from Ollie Cruickshank (Fixtures Forum Representative) in 
advance of the meeting. 
 
The next Fixtures Forum will take place on 9th December over Zoom. The agenda is 
yet to be finalised, but the goal is to provide the institutions with greater opportunity 
for discussion than afforded in the August Forum. It has been recognised that this 
date clashes with the BUCS AGM but staff are encouraged to attend to aid 
discussion. It will be recorded for those who are unable to attend. 
 

c. SSS Chairs 
A few Sports Chairs provided suggestions towards the new SSS Strategy which the 
staff are disseminating as appropriate.  

 
d. BUCS Competitions Committee 

CP congratulated Ross Simpson (Edinburgh) for his ongoing excellent Chairing of the 
BUCS Competition Committee in a difficult time. The most recent meeting discussed 
proposed regulation changes, which would affect multiple sports, and competitions, 
which CP provided a brief overview of expected outcomes. The final decision will be 
confirmed upon release of the BUCS Committee Meeting Minutes; however, the 
summary is that the group recognised the need for some rules but also for flexibility. 
CP is happy to talk through any of this on a one-to-one basis as necessary. 
 

e. Other 
The Committee raised that they would like an indication of the level of engagement 
seen across the Student Basecamp Groups. CP recognised the difficulty in this as it 
is a piece of work shared with Development (across four staff members), but will 
consider if there is a way this can be achieved. 
 
Action: CP to update Committee on student Basecamp engagement across the 
sports – by next meeting 

 
4. SSS Events     

a. Virtual Activity Progress 
An overview of the Semester 1 ‘Virtual Events’ programme was provided by JB. 
Three events had taken place as of the meeting, with another 5 in the pipeline. These 
activities range from Championships (which award medals) to participation events to 
encourage socialising across the student communities.  
 
Only one event had to be cancelled due to poor uptake (Cheer – Online Pom 
Classes) but Staff and the volunteers are investigating why this was the case. It is 
likely that the time of year may have been a significant contributor but data will be 
much more useful. 
 
Semester 2 virtual events are also under discussion, with seven ideas currently being 
developed across six sports.  
 
Feedback from events/activities, which have taken place so far, has been very 
positive. Notable statistics include: 



 Average 4 out of 5 across all feedback areas  

 ‘Atmosphere’ was the only exception to the above (3.65 out of 5) however, this 
may be expected as events were conducted remotely. Staff will still aim to 
improve this  

 Overall Experience = 4.26/5 on average 

 Perception of Safety (COVID-19 related) = 4.93/5 on average 
 
The Committee were glad to hear the good feedback and feel SSS are leading the 
way on innovative activity for students. In order to celebrate this activity, two news 
articles will be released in the next edition of the SSS Newsletter (Newsbites). In 
addition, video content is planned for the upcoming Cycling Time Trial 
Championships, which will feature SSS honorary President, Mark Beaumont. 
 

b. Semester 2 Planning  
JB detailed the changes made to the working events Calendar distributed to the 
Committee prior to the meeting. Most of these are postponements due to limited 
facility access in Semester 1. 
 
A notable change to the Semester 2 calendar is that the annual Scottish Student 
Games weekend is evolving to become what will likely be called the ‘Scottish Student 
Sport Big Weekend’. This is due to the unlikelihood of national Championships events 
being able to take place in early February 2021. Instead, the sports involved are 
adapting their plans to provide smaller competitions, or even recreational activity, in 
order to make use of the space so kindly provided by the members. It is the hope that 
some activity will be able to take place and help students stay active. Decisions on 
this will hopefully be made pre-festive break, though this depends on the availability 
of the relevant staff and volunteers to meet with JB.  
 
CS asked the Committee to consider whether SSS should look to extend their 
competition calendar in to the Spring/Summer period in time for the next meeting. 
The Committee are to consider: 

 Should SSS extend the season/is there interest from the students for an extended 
season? 

 Which sports may be best suited to delivery at this time of the year? 

 Does SSS and institutions have resources to deliver an extended season? 

 Should this extended season be open to Guest entries e.g. English, Welsh and 
Irish Universities?  

 
Action: ALL to consider the possibility of SS extending the season in to late 
spring/summer – by next meeting 

 
5. Playwaze Update   

JB and Totty are meeting with Playwaze bi-weekly to discuss the functionality and 
scope of the new system. We are in the early days of the project so testing is not 
likely to take place until February. 
 
The system will be an improvement on Azolve in terms of user-friendliness and back-
end administration, and is creating options which may improve the overall BUCSPlay 
system through collaboration. 
 
CP reflected that Playwaze have been working on this project at a lower cost than 
they initially sought and therefore SSS are very grateful. There is also scope for 
improving the system to be of benefit to the members in future years, e.g. the 
‘Challenges’ soon to be described by Mark Brennan from BUCS. 
The Committee reflected that it is important to ensure the transition from Azolve to 
the new system should be as seamless as possible, and advocated for thorough 
testing before release. It was also recommended that Ollie Cruickshank be involved 



in the testing, as someone who has a significant level of expertise on Playwaze and 
as a member who frequently uses both systems.      
 
Action: JB to ask Ollie Cruickshank to be involved in Playwaze testing   

6. Break       
 

7. BUCS 
a. Leagues  

CP to update on Leagues via powerpoint presentation uploaded to Basecamp after 
the meeting 

b. Challenges 
Mark Brennan, Development Manager at BUCS, joined the call to explain the new 
BUCSPlay ‘add-on’ concepts provided by BUCS for their members. The ideas are to 
help members get more students and increase accessibility of activities.  
 
There are three main add-ons, which members can purchase: 
1) Activity – Ability to book and track attendance at physical or live-streamed 

sessions 
2) Intramural – Options to create and administrate intra-institution leagues, 

tournaments and ladders across sports 
3) Challenges – increase physical activity via evidence submission or tracker-based 

evidence (e.g. Strava uploads). Examples of challenges include ‘Fastest 5km 
Run’, ‘Highest Total Minutes of Activity’ 

 
The above areas have the option to utilise a ‘Reward’ scheme, which enables 
participants to accrue points and be rewarded in a way of the institution’s choosing 
e.g. hoodie or voucher for the Student Union Café. 
 
BUCS are looking to bring these add-ons in from January 2021, and have adjusted 
their Semester 2/3 fees accordingly (usually run on a calendar year). BUCS Members 
get 20% off most areas. Mark is happy to be contacted to discuss these options in 
more detail, and their costs, at a later date on mark.brennan@bucs.org.uk 

 

UWS are a pilot institution and are looking forward to have an option for supporting 
physical activity across their campuses. Heriot Watt are also considering it. SSS are 
looking in to whether they can help Scottish institutions pay for these add-ons by 
facilitating funding discussions. 
 

8. SSS Strategy Consultation 
The Committee were asked for their opinions on where they would like to see SSS 
Competition Programmes (Leagues, Events and National Squads in the future, in 
order to support the development of the new SSS Strategy. Ideas included: 

 Maintain and develop the participation focus gained this year 
- Retain the innovation and ensure programmes are accessible for recreational 

participants  
- Encourage cross-sport participation activity e.g. rugby players competing in a 

cycling event 
- Playwaze Challenges 

 Improve the advertising of SSS’s good work to the wider sporting landscape 
- The #SheCanSheWill campaign has been very impactful due to its story-based 

content so this should be replicated wherever possible 
- ‘Get to know the Medal Winners’ 

 Ensure best Scottish teams play each other 
- Championships in each sport which accepts top teams in Scotland 

 National Squad Programme 
- Aim to develop the supporting staff as a pathway in sport, alongside providing a 

high level of sport for the players 

mailto:mark.brennan@bucs.org.uk


 
Action: ALL to consider what SSS should include in the new strategy and send 
to CP or JB 

 
9. Next meeting and topics  

a. Proposed Meeting Schedule        
i. Jan - Quick-fire meeting on Sem. 2 activity update 
ii. Feb - Longer meeting (dependent on activity levels) 
iii. Apr/ May – Final Meeting to support future years 

 
Action: JB to send out doodle poll to find date for January meeting 
 

10. AOB 
 
Actions: 

1) CP and Leah to design an application and consultation process for Committee to 
approve – by next meeting 

2) CP to update Committee on student Basecamp engagement across the sports – 
by next meeting 

3) ALL to consider the possibility of SS extending the season in to late 
spring/summer – by next meeting 

4) JB to ask Ollie Cruickshank to be involved in Playwaze testing 
5) ALL to consider what SSS should include in the new strategy and send to CP or 

JB 
6) JB to send out doodle poll to find date for January meeting 

 
 
 
 
 


