
 

 

 
 

SSS Competitions Committee Meeting (77) 
Zoom 

22nd January 2021 
10.00am-12.00pm 

 
Minutes – Meeting 77 

 

Present        Apologies 
Chris Sellar (CS)       Eilidh Sneddon (ES) 
Eamonn Laird (EL) 
Iain Christie (IC) 
Sophie Tyler (ST) 
Yubo Rasmussen (YR) 
Chris Purdie – SSS (CP) 
Jess Barrows – SSS (JB) 
Neil Rankin – SSS – Guest from 11.20am 

 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

A quick ‘round the room’ to ask what each institution was undertaking detailed: 

 UWS – ‘Active Communities’ work, e.g. Playwaze Challenges trial, with a focus 
on fitness, nutrition and wellbeing  

 Dundee – E-Sports are being discussed as inclusive ways to engage students 
across sports 

 St Andrews – The ‘Can Do Group’ is providing activities such as Disc Golf, 
Outdoor Tennis and Outdoor Badminton when safe to do so. A ‘Staff vs Student’ 
challenge is also underway 

 Heriot Watt – Hosting a Virtual Half Marathon, supporting clubs as they host 
online activities, a Scavenger Hunt involving Edinburgh’s main monuments and 
Club Succession planning 

 Yubo – Taking daily walks and started body combat sessions to stay active  
 

2. Standing Item 1 - Budget Update  
CP provided a financial overview of the programme so far. Since the last meeting, no 
events have been hosted which instigated a risk. The recent cancellation of facilities 
previously held for the BUCS Centralised fixtures has also reduced the financial risk 
associated with venue bookings. Some bookings are being held just in case, e.g. 
Oriam for Football Finals Day in 2020, but it is important to maintain good 
relationships wherever possible.  
 
 

3. Standing Item 2 – SSS Groups Update     
 

a. SSS Development Committee 

 Ian Lowe (formerly of Abertay University) started at SSS as Head of Development 
in January, for the start of his initial 7-month contract 



 The Development Team are in the process of their Club Membership data 
gathering read to report to sportscotland. They are expecting a drop in overall 
numbers and will be releasing the data to institutions in April  

 The recent Workforce Audit has worked very well, with a large number of coaches 
recognised and split between paid or student-based. Full details on this section 
will be uploaded to Basecamp by CP 

 A project to set up a Coaches Network is picking up pace (led by SSS West 
Regional Development Coordinator, Megan Richardson) with the goal of 
providing a national platform to help upskill coaches and encourage best practice 
sharing. There are discussions around how to ensure each sport is also 
benefitting from sport-specific networking too. The plan is to launch the network in 
Feb/March  

 
Action: CP to upload Workforce Audit update details (statistics) to Basecamp 
    

b. SSS Fixtures Forum 
Next Forum is scheduled for 27th January and will allow space for discussion after a 
brief update from SSS staff. 
 
CS recommended that the Forum is asked if they have considered re-training of their 
staff upon their return, as Heriot Watt are considering this themselves. 
 

c. SSS Chairs 
YR received no feedback from the Sports Chairs, but is aware they will just be 
returning from their holidays. 

 
d. BUCS Competitions Committee 

 Launched a Return to Play Survey which SSS actively encourage the Scottish 
institutions to complete to help form the Scottish perspective 

 Furloughed the majority of their Competitions Staff, with Head of Competitions 
and Performance, Ben Philip, and Head of events, Jo Smith, working on flexi-
furlough for the time being 

 
4. SSS Competitions Update - Overall  

a. Priorities 
CP, JB and SSS Development and Competitions Assistant, Leah, are pulling together 
their main working priorities for the semester ahead in order to be most efficient in 
their workload. The Committee were happy with the priorities suggested. YR 
commented that the support provided by SSS Staff to help volunteers continue to 
lead the sport and engage the communities has been helpful and will continue to be 
of benefit. 
      b. Members Survey 
SSS will also be launching a members survey to ascertain demand for various areas 
of work, and priorities. The Sports Chairs will also be sent a survey to ask for their 
perspectives, especially regarding the concept of summer activity. 
 
Action: JB to liaise with YR on Sports Chair Consultation Survey 
 

5. SSS Events 
a. Virtual Activity 

Four of the events discussed at the last Committee Meeting as ‘pending’ have since 
begun, or even concluded, with carrying levels of success. Two events were 
cancelled due to lack of interest from the students whereas at least five more are 
being scoped out as potential opportunities. 
 
Feedback from Semester 1 events (excluding Golf, the only in-person event held) 
was overwhelmingly positive. The students found the events well organised (4.3/5 for 



Pre-Event Information) and felt their participation was easy to do (4.6/5 for ‘Ease of 
Participating’) and they felt safe as they competed (4.6/5 for ‘How Safe You Felt’). 
The only area dipping under the ideal score of 4/5 was ‘Atmosphere’, which is 
understandable as it is hard to feel part of something bigger when apart from each 
other. This has been taken as an action to improve our social engagement around 
each event. 
 
The Committee were shown a video summarising the Virtual 10-Mile Time-Trial 
Championships to demonstrate the work that has gone in and the impact on the 
students involved. 
 
The Committee praised the efforts put in during Semester 1, recognising the range of 
events offered (or planned to be offered) and that anything is better than nothing. 
Interaction opportunities for students, without going overboard, is the goal and whilst 
some people are feeling fatigued from virtual activity, any impact is beneficial. It was 
recommended that the virtual activities are promoted to students in sports where 
adaptation is harder, as they may also benefit. E-Sports are also an option to 
consider. The Committee want SSS Staff to evaluate the Resource v Impact formula 
to ensure each event is worth the energy put in. 

 
b. In-Person Activity 

JB asked the Committee whether they agreed it is best to not pursue plans for indoor 
competitions during the remainder of the semester, highlighting the resource and time 
required in planning those events which are unlikely to go ahead. The Committee 
unanimously agreed that indoor events would be cancelled for Semester 2 of 20-21, 
and that resource should be put towards virtual or outdoor activity. This message 
would be announced on all channels. 
 
Decision: SSS will cancel all indoor activity for remainder of Semester 2, 2020-
2021 
 
Upon request of CS, JB provided a list and RAG rating of the outdoor 
competitions/sports which may be possible in Semester 2. This list covered 12 sports, 
however JB plans to meet with all other sports to identify any alternatives she is not 
aware of. The Committee were happy with the range and variety of opportunities this 
list would provide the student sector, though identified the issue of identifying the 
players eligible to play in the Football Finals as the tournament was played in 19-20 
and many of the original players have since graduated. JB has noted this and will 
liaise with the SS Football Chair, Molly Hyde, to find a resolution. 
 
Planning of all outdoor, in-person events will continue but will depend on factors 
including, but not limited to, the following:  

 Exam diets 

 Physical/skill preparedness of players and therefore their safety 

 Ability of competitors to travel due to government guidance 

 SGB regulations 

 Availability of officials 

 Cost and processing of entry costs, considerate of SU/AU budgets 
 
     Action: JB to liaise with Molly Hyde on Football Finals Day 2020 planning 
      

c. Other 
Spring/Summer - As previously discussed at the Committee Meetings, SSS are 
interested in whether extending the competitive/activity season in to early summer 
(i.e. post –exams) would be worthwhile. Sports Chairs have indicated that there may 
not be enough students in Scotland to make that happen, however objective data is 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_rgxqUTEgA&feature=youtu.be


being sourced via the SSS Member Survey and the Sports Chairs Consultation in 
order to provide an accurate opinion. 

 
General Interest – The SS Cycling Chair, Aaron, has been working closely with SSS 
on a number of partnership deals to improve the sustainability of the sport. Most 
notably, Aaron has co-organised a partnership with Le Col to support the SS Cycling 
Criterium Championships. He has also stimulated discussion with event organisers in 
order to get a student rider discount for events SSS usually piggyback on and/or 
arranging event organisational assistance and prizes. 
 

6. Playwaze 
JB and SSS Business Manager, Totty, are continuing to meet with Playwaze bi-
weekly to discuss the functionality and scope of the new system. Testing should 
begin in 3 weeks’ time and JB will ensure University of Edinburgh Sport Coordinator, 
Ollie Cruickshank, will be included. IC also expressed an interest in being part of the 
testing team, which JB has noted. 
 
Conversations with BUCS indicate that their Challenges concept will complement 
SSS activity and a stronger partnership regarding virtual activity has been established 
between the two organisations. 
 
Action: JB to include IC in Playwaze testing 
 

7. Break       
 

8. SGB Affiliation Report 
NR presented his findings on the Affiliation Mapping Project he led after the 
successful SGB Day SSS held in 19-20. This project aimed to map the income 
generated for SGBs via student affiliations, the range in affiliation costs and to identify 
opportunities for improvement for the student sector overall. 
 
NR requested the Committee consider the opportunities presented in the report and 
provide their opinion on next steps. This information would be compared with the 
opinion of the other SSS Committees and help steer the SSS Development Team’s 
strategy on this area. 
 
The Committee advised that the following factors should influence further 
conversations in this topic: 

 Insurance – Insurance is the main consideration for affiliating to SGBs yet this 
was not mentioned. Further investigation in to the insurance coverage offered 
by each SGB, in comparison to the standard Sports/Athletic Union insurance 
and SSS insurance is encouraged 

 Mandatory vs Optional Affiliation – Many Sports/Athletic Unions only ask clubs 
to affiliate when mandatory (e.g. to be eligible for competition), then allow 
clubs to decide amongst themselves if optional affiliations are worth it 

 General ‘Benefits’ – Alongside insurance coverage, it is often unclear what 
affiliation provides each student/club. What is the ‘Why’ for student 
affiliations? Knowing this would greatly help members in their planning 

 Discount – Affiliation should be as cheap as possible to help student sport 
remain sustainable 

 
Of the four ‘Opportunities’ mentioned in the conclusion of the report, the Committee 
provided the following feedback: 
1) SSS Affiliation – every student who participates in sport pays an affiliation fee to 

SSS who then pay an agreed fee to governing bodies based on participation 
numbers 

 



This may put more admin work on SSS Staff with little gain 
 

2) Flat-rate – students are charged an agreed sector-wide fee to affiliate to 
governing bodies 

 
Finding a fair rate across all the sports, especially as the benefits gained by 
affiliating are so varied, suggests this would not be the best option 
 

3) Fee cap – affiliation fees are capped at, say £30, for student membership 
 
This may mean cheaper fees are raised once SGBs realise they could ‘get 
away with’ a higher fee 
 

4) SSS Approved/Endorsed affiliation – create what good would look like and 
gain support from SGB to adopt and roll out across student clubs 

 
This appears to be the best option, as it caters for the needs of each student 
in each sport. It allows SSS Staff to engage in individual conversations with 
SGBS and make progress without waiting for a larger piece of work to 
conclude 

  
The Committee thanks NR for his efforts and recognised the wide influence this 
work will have on the sector e.g. inclusion in advocacy work with sportscotland 
and wider funding partners. 

 
9. SSS Women’s Cup 

NR presented findings from the consultaiton undertaken by Molly Hyde (SS Football 
Chair on recommendation of the SS Football Development Group. This research was 
to establish whether the student sector would like to rename the Women’s Cup to 
hold more prestige and, if so, what the name should be. 
 
The Committee considered all options presented and established a 4-point shortlist 
which they recommended be sent out to members for a member-based vote: 

 Rachel Corsie Cup 

 Shelley Kerr Cup 

 1972 Cup 

 SheCanSheWill Cup 
 
NR was thanked for his delivery and advised to check with other relevant bodies, e.g. 
the SFA and SWF, in case they have other trophies similarly named. Some people 
may not want trophies named after them either so it is best to check with them at a 
time that is appropriate.  
 
The Committee recognised that this question indicates it would be useful for SSS to 
establish a ‘Trophy Naming Policy’ for future trophies, in order to streamline this 
process in future. 
 
Action: CP and JB to create a Trophy Naming Policy  

 
10. Next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on 4th March between 1400-1500 to discuss the activity 
happening/planned at the time. 
 
CP will provide a mid-point review for the Committee (w/b 15th February) 
 
Action: CP to write a mid-point review for the Committee in w/b 15th February 
 



11. AOB 
None 

 
Actions: 

1) CP to upload Workforce Audit update details (statistics) to Basecamp 
2) JB to liaise with YR on Sports Chair Consultation Survey 
3) JB to liaise with Molly Hyde on Football Finals Day 2020 planning 
4) JB to include IC in Playwaze testing 
5) CP and JB to create a Trophy Naming Policy 
6) CP to write a mid-point review for the Committee in w/b 15th February 

 
 
 


