
 

 

 
 

SSS Competitions Committee Meeting (78) 
4th March 2021 
2.00pm-3.00pm 

 
Minutes 

 
Present        Apologies 
Chris Sellar (CS)       
Eamonn Laird (EL) 
Iain Christie (IC) 
Sophie Tyler (ST) 
Eilidh Sneddon (ES) 
Yubo Rasmussen (YR) 
Chris Purdie – SSS (CP) 
Jess Barrows – SSS (JB) 
Ian Lowe – SSS (IL) Guest from 2pm to 2.15pm 
 

1. Welcome and Apologies      
CS welcomed all to the meeting. CS mentioned it was a pleasure to have IL, new 
SSS Head of Development, in attendance for the start of the meeting.    

 
2. Standing Item – SSS Groups Update     

a) SSS Development Committee  
IL provided the following updates: 

 Equality Steering Group Leads – 4 new volunteers have been recruited to 
lead on specific areas of equality work, set the scene for the Equality Action 
Plan and to guide the SSS Strategy Renewal 

 Leadership Programme – The programme has now concluded and received 
positive feedback, though the challenge will be to gain more specific and 
constructive feedback to inform the future of the programme 

 Coaching Network – Plans are forming for the network, which will focus on 
providing coaches from across Scotland to share best practice and learn from 
each other. There are plans to support conversations around Growth Mindset, 
the mental health benefits of sport and coaching, whilst staying away from the 
‘How To’ of coaching, which is covered by the qualification courses each 
coach already has. A survey us due to be sent out shortly which will capture 
the interest of current coaches and gauge whether the Network will formally 
begin in 20-21, or if the launch will take place in 21-22 

 Webinars – All webinars have been well attended and the programme has 
been extended for this semester 

 Conference – Planning is now underway for an online version of the SSS 
Conference (the safest option given the current guidelines) which will feature 
as much physical activity as possible   

 SGB conversations – Partnership Agreements are being discussed with a 
variety of sports, with a particular focus on the transition pathway (club – 



student club – club). The challenge is how to ensure each side of the 
agreement is held accountable  

 Sportscotland and Funding Council discussions are underway to fully explain 
the SSS membership using the data sourced in recent surveys 

b) SSS Fixtures Forum    
CP stated that the recent Forum was well-received and well-attended, with the 
main focus being on the long-term impact the pandemic will have on team sports, 
in particular the ability to field teams. 
The Forums will continue to be held monthly, led by Leah (SSS Development and 
Competitions Assistant) and CP   

c) SSS Chairs       
YR had not received any feedback from the Chairs.  
JB provided an update on the timeline for Chair recruitment on request of CS: 

 By end of April – Map volunteers (Chairs and Development Group 
members) who will be stepping down this year 

 May-June – Recruit new volunteers 

 July-August – Induct and prepare new volunteers 
d) BUCS Competitions  

CP spoke to Ben Philip (BUCS Head of Competitions and Performance) on 1st 
March. Currently BUCS are scoping the concept of Term 3 activity, especially 
Cricket leagues which may be able to go ahead depending on government 
restrictions. BUCS will be releasing a survey on this topic, which all Scottish 
institutions are encouraged to complete     

 
3. SSS Competitions Update  

CP informed the Committee that the SSS Competitions Staff and Totty (SSS Business 
Manager) have been put on flexi-furlough (working three days a week) from 1st 
February. Staff are aiming to work Monday, Wednesday and Friday each week, 
however flexibility is in place for the occasional ad hoc meeting required on different 
days. This situation is being reviewed by the SSS Exec Committee on a monthly basis, 
and they will take in to consideration the recent announcement extending the furlough 
scheme    
a) Top 5 Priorities 

CP informed the Committee that the SSS Competitions Staff have created a revised 
action plan for their Semester 2 and summer work. This has been approved by CS. 
The top 5 priorities on this revised work plan are: 

 Complete a 3-Year Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for Events 
This may alter to involve an interim first year in order to be considerate of 
the members’ business recovery and the ongoing impact of COVID-19 on 
sport as a whole 

 Support Volunteers and Partners 
Work is ongoing across all Sports Development Groups and staff will 
continue to assist them and provide volunteer recognition  

 Construct Competition Strategy 21+ 
Although required for financial discussions, it is recognised across SSS 
that creating a strategy this year in a turbulent sporting network, is not 
ideal. Broader perspectives, such as the long-term impact of the pandemic 
on the members, will be taken in to consideration 
All were reminded that ideas are welcome to help form the new SSS 
Strategy and that all thoughts should be sent to CP and JB 

 Design and Implement Playwaze System 
JB will provide a detailed update on this later in the meeting 

 COVID-19 Support and Risk Management 
SSS are planning for the 21-22 season to be as ‘normal’ as possible, 
however need to consider business contingencies in case there are 
ongoing delays to ‘normality’ 



 
Action: CP to upload full SSS Competitions Action Plan spreadsheet to Basecamp 
Action: ALL to consider new SSS Competitions Strategy then send thoughts to CP 
and JB 
Action: CP to create a Risk Register to be reviewed by the Committee at the next 
meeting 
 

b) Member Survey Results 
Most members indicated concern that providing semester 2 in-person activity, or 
events over the spring/summer months would be difficult due to: student 
availability; restricted facility access due to COVID-19 testing/vaccinations; 
students may not be physically in Scotland and available 

c) Government Announcement Implications and Decision 
i) Outdoor Events 

Despite the willingness of SSS Staff and Sports Chairs to pursue plans for 
Semester 2 events, the recent Government announcement and the member 
feedback indicates that it may not be feasible to host said events. There is also 
concern of providing false hope to students. 
The Committee were asked to consider all facts and decide whether SSS should 
pursue or cancel SSS in-person Events for the remainder of 20-21. The 
Committee agreed that all in-person events would be cancelled for 20-21, 
however advocate for members to pursue friendlies when it is safe to do so 
 

Decision: All in-person SSS events scheduled for the remainder of 20-21 season 
will be cancelled 

 
ii) National Squads 

Similarly to Events, the majority of members were either unsupportive or ‘unsure’ 
of National Squad activity in Semester 2 of 20-21. Financial implications were of 
significant importance, as many members would not be able to financially support 
students in the National Squad. Questions were also raised as to whether the 
best quality experience would be able to be provided. 
The only sport which may be able to host a National Squad programme, if 
restrictions ease appropriately, would be cricket. Cricket is a summer sport and 
therefore may escape the restrictions.  
The following proposal was presented to the Committee:  
“Move to cancel all National Squads with the exception of Cricket that may fall in 
Summer for 20-21” 
The proposal was approved 
 

Decision: All National Squad activity will be cancelled for the remainder of the 20-
21 season, with the exception of Cricket which remains in a tentative position due 
to it being a summer-based sport 

 
4. SSS Events          

a) Virtual Activity Progress (JB) 

 The Rifle Postal league and Archery E-Leagues will struggle to finish due 
to the heavy reliance on facility access 

 Curling and Sailing are providing an E-Sport version of competition for 
their communities. Curling is underway, whereas Sailing will come later in 
the semester 

 Athletics have completed their Virtual Challenge which saw engagement 
across 5 institutions. The feedback survey has been sent out 

 Triathlon Lockdown League and the Karate Online Kata Competition are 
underway, both having a reasonable level of engagement 

 Cross Country are planning a Virtual Cross Country Championships  

 Cycling are soon to release a MTB Video Competition 



  
b) Late Spring/Early Summer Options 

The Committee were asked to make a decision on whether SSS Competitions 
Staff should pursue planning for events to take place in the summer months 
(outside the usual 20-21 season). Members opinions remain the same (see Item 
3b) however some Chairs and Development Groups have expressed interest in 
holding events if allowed. 
The Committee agreed that SSS Competitions Staff will not pursue planning for 
events to take place in the summer months, however may consider events in a 
sport-specific approach if provided a strong proposal 

 
Decision: SSS Competitions Staff will not pursue planning for events to take place 
in the summer months, however may consider events in a sport-specific approach 
if provided a strong proposal 
 
5.  Playwaze  

 JB and Totty (SSS Business Manager) were granted access to testing the 
system on 1st March and have started to familiarise themselves. When a clear 
paln of testing has been created, Ollie Cruickhank (SSS Fixtures Forum 
Representative) and IC will be brought in to testing 

 Testing will take a minimum of 4 weeks, especially with SSS Staff on flexi-
furlough, however the recent decisions to cancel in-person activity has 
reduced the pressure on this project and will allow it to be fully ready for 
release ahead of the 21-22 season 

 Scottish students will be asked to download the Playwaze app which will 
enable them to access both BUCSPlay and the SSS community 
interchangeably and with the same login details 

 SSS are working to ensure the system works best for the overall organisation 
in terms of its data gathering opportunities e.g. adding in the student field 
‘Nationality’ to assist with Football team line administration 

 
Action: JB to provide an updated Playwaze testing timeline before the next 
meeting   

 
6. Next meeting and topics  
    The next meeting was agreed to be on 5th May, 2pm-4pm. 
     Topics will include: 

 Risk Register 

 SSS Strategy 

 MOU Agreements 

 National Squads Review and Criteria 

 Event Feedback Report       
 

7. AOB 
a) Partnerships and Affiliations 

Neil Rankin (SSS South East Regional Development Coordinator) has worked 
with the SSS Competitions Staff to agree that all participants in SS Handball and 
SS Curling competitions will be required to affiliate to Scottish Handball 
Association (SHA) and Scottish Curling, respectively.  
In addition, SHA have proposed a Women’s Handball league, designed 
specifically for female Student and Community Club handball players. This will be 
discussed in the coming weeks 

b) Women’s Football Cup – Naming Project 
Due to the SS Football Development Group’s work on the student-specific 
Women’s Football Coaching Course the Naming Project has been delayed. A 



survey to the SS Football clubs is due to be released w/b 8th March to begin 
voting on the shortlist of names proposed by the SSS Competitions Committee 
 

8. Close 
 
9. Actions 

 CP to upload full SSS Competitions Action Plan spreadsheet to Basecamp 

 ALL to consider new SSS Competitions Strategy then send thoughts to CP and 
JB 

 CP to create a Risk Register to be reviewed by the Committee at the next 
meeting 

 JB to provide an updated Playwaze testing timeline before the next meeting  
 

 
 
 


